. Indeed, two epidemiological studies published at the end of the epidemic draw the conclusion that the SARS coronavirus was sufficiently transmissible to infect a majority of people, and from that perspective was able to cause -if uncontrolled -a very large epidemic (Lipsitch and al., 2003 ; Rilez and al., 2003).
Therefore, one of the great lessons from SARS is that we need an efficient global health network to cope with such unanticipated outbreaks as the security of even rich countries, from now on, depends on our capacity to identify potential health threats around the world and to address them locally. From that perspective, the SARS epidemic is very remarkable, Such a dynamic animation proves useful to reveal the spreading process of the virus at a global scale and to communicate about it. Since it is based on raw data produced by the World Health Organization, it could be generated and updated daily, providing the scientific community and the public a more eloquent view of the phenomenon running. However, it can hardly be considered as a self-sufficient document, based as it is on a single scale, the macro-geographic one.
§3. Back to local
It is our belief that modern science must -and more and more often does -provide multiple views on a single problem (Banos and al., 2003) . Therefore, we provide a second animation, allowing for more localised explorations to be led (Figure 4 ). Dynamic linked graphics are thus as simple as powerful tools to investigate one's data set, particularly in a space-time perspective, by simply linking the spatial and temporal dimensions through appropriate graphs. We exploit here the Flash technology, allowing the user to click on a SARS case symbol on the map, so as to display different cumulative curves drawn from WHO data: cumulative number of cases, recovered and deaths.
For each selected country, the desktop is composed as follows: the world cumulative curves appear below the map, while the different country specific curves appear on the right side, jointly then separately. The sigmoidally (or S-shaped) curved displayed here is quite typical of epidemic outbreaks that tend to occur as well-marked epidemic waves rather than in temporally uniform or random forms (Cliff and al., 1986) . Between the starting point (WHO alert here) and the saturation level (upper limit for each curve), the shape of the curve shows the day-to-day rate of growth. The key point here concerns our ability to compare different curves for different countries, identifying at a glance various local dynamics of the epidemic (figure 5). French curve shows a strictly controlled and contained epidemic, where each new case has been identified and isolated rapidly. Finally, the US curve reveals a systematic overestimation of cases at the beginning of the epidemic, underlying the problem of accuracy in such sensitive data. §4. Conclusion
Our objective was to provide original insights on the SARS epidemic and to highlight the exploratory power of animated and interactive maps as spatial surveillance tools. Hence, the two documents proposed and made available on the Internet underline the complexity of the epidemic process and the high variability of local situations a "smooth" global pattern can be composed of. Two crucial parameters -amongst many -we need to control before building any diffusion model.
